
 

 

 

 

 

Tips and Tricks for Researching 

Historic Records 
 

The Clerkôs Office Historic Records and Deed Research Division provides 

access to a number of documents that can be used for property research, 

genealogy, and local history.  Based on some of the questions we have 

received from patrons, or have experienced in our own work, this exhibit 

provides some tips and tricks for finding information.   
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Tip 1: Wills can provide useful information about a deceased personôs family and 

the distribution of their property, but do not disregard other fiduciary records.  The 

names of family members can be found in estate accounts, sale bills, notes, and 

bonds.  These records can also provide you information about the deceased personôs 

interests, occupation, and even the layout of their home furnishings, which can 

often be found in the inventory of the personôs estate.  
 

 
A portion of the Sale Bill for Henry Fawleyôs estate lists family members and some neighbors who purchased 

objects during the sale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Inventory of David Caldwellôs Estate lists room by room the kinds of objects he owned and where he 

placed them within his house.  This inventory also includes an extensive list of books found in his library. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
Four of eight pages of David Caldwellôs Library 

listed in the inventory of his estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


